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URGENT 
 

SSTUWA position re National Assessment 

Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN)  
 

Union Reps, 

 
PLEASE CIRCULATE AND INFORM MEMBERS OF THE FOLLOWING -   

 
Currently, the SSTUWA has a directive banning its members from implementing WALNA/MSE9 testing.  

In Western Australia NAPLAN replaces the Western Australian Literacy and Numeracy Assessment 

(WALNA) for Years 3, 5 and 7 and the Monitoring Standards in Education at Year 9 (MSE9). 

 

On Tuesday 22 April 2008, Executive discussed the National Assessment Program Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN).   

 

Executive have determined to transfer the ban on implementation of WALNA/MSE9 to NAPLAN.  

 

Members are advised that as of 22 April 2008, the following Directive applies:  

 

THAT THE SSTUWA DIRECT ITS MEMBERS NOT TO IMPLEMENT 

NAPLAN AND THAT SUPPORTING INFORMATION BE 

FORWARDED TO SCHOOLS AND PARENTS ON THIS POSITION. 

(Executive 22 April 2008)  

 
Please be advised, this action is not part of the 2008 EBA Campaign, but a 

continuation of SSTUWA policy position re ówhole of population testing.ô 
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KEY  POINTS RE NAPLAN TESTING  

 

¶ The SSTU is not against testing per se.  

¶ The SSTU has in the past supported ñpopulation testingò which is random, not 

described to a particular school/ community, but provides opportunity for a litmus test of system health  

¶ HIGH STAKES TESTING - The SSTU holds a philosophical opposition to the use of National Testing, 

especially as we see arising, circumstances we feared possible at the outset ï the growth of National tests as 

what can be characterized as ñhigh stakesò testing.  

Ĕ in January 2007, we had the first edition of the primary government schoolsô league tables associated 
with the precursor to NAPLAN, WALNA/MSE9 é and the subsequent fallout  éanecdotal feedback 

with regard to anger, feelings of failure, concern for the welfare and wellbeing of students and school 

community  

Ĕ for some time suggestions of performance based pay linked to student outcomes have been in the 

political airé despite the rhetoric being rejected, despite dismay from many in the academic 

community, despite the strong and clearly articulated objections from teacher representative bodies 

such as Unions, this matter is still on the agenda 

Ĕ increasingly there has been a tendency to refer to WALNA/MSE9 results as the mechanism for 

directing funding, establishing particular programs in schools, assessing school performance, we would 

expect to see this transferred to NAPLAN  

Ĕ increasingly the WALNA/MSE9 tests are becoming the primary mechanism for directing school 

planning and teacher programming, we would expect to see this transferred to NAPLAN  

¶ CURRICULUM BREADTH ï The SSTU has concerns that the focus on testing which is being characterised as 

ñhigh stakesò will lead to a narrowing of curriculum for our students. International experience tells the tales of 

schools without programs/ curriculum provision in subject areas where testing does not occur. International 

experience tells the tales of schools where practice for the test results in cessation of the normal school program 

weeks out from testing time so that test practice can occur. We hear recounted the beginnings of this approach 

in W.A. schools.  

¶ DE-PROFESSIONALISATION - The SSTU holds grave concerns for the profession in the face of imbalanced 

focus on ñone offò, snap shot testing that the NAPLAN & WALNA/MSE9/ testing is,  as opposed to the 

comprehensive and ongoing array of assessments that teachers use as part of their professional tools. This 

undeserved focus is seen as part of: 

Ĕ media focus  

Ĕ community focus 

Ĕ parent focus 

Ĕ and increasingly DET focus 

WALNA/M SE9 data has been given primacy above that of teacher judgement, judgement based on ongoing and 

comprehensive assessing (78.8 significant in school review; 76.5% significant in school accountability; 78.8 significant in 

school accountability).  We would expect this to be transferred to NAPLAN data.  

¶ APPROPRIATENESS - The SSTU notes its concern at the use of such a testing tool as NAPLAN. It is counter 

to the principles underpinning the currently applied curriculum framework. The curriculum framework is the 

foundation of the student outcomes focus on learningé simplistically working from where a child is é yet 

when that same child engages with the NAPLAN testing é it is focused at one level.  Too often students in our 

classes today know when they are not capable of success in the NAPLAN tests. Stress, avoidance, tension and 

feelings of failure are evident in many of these students. Questions of cultural appropriateness must also be 

raised.  

 

SSTUWA survey on WALNA/MSE9 tests revealed the following comments/ judgements from the profession.   

 

Disconnect 43% impact on teaching 

54% difficult to match developmental focus of Curriculum Framework with one off WALNA/MSE9 

tests  

Inappropriate  79% see test as inappropriate for some students éstress symptoms evident.  

 

Disproportionate immersion in WALNA/MSE9 é data club, first cut, PD, practice, directing teaching é reflecting yet 

again the over emphasis on this one off / snapshot test.  


